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phoned to the minister of the imperial household, asking
whether anything untoward had occurred, and only then
learnt of the terrible disaster that had taken place in con-
nection with the open-air banquet, where over two thou-
sand lives were lost, through a panic that had seized upon
the vast concourse of people, the terrible catastrophe being
aggravated by the unfortunate attempts of large bodies of
mounted Cossacks to restore order by riding into the crowd
and using their whips and even their swords against the
terrified masses of penned-up Moujiks.

It must be borne in mind that the entire monarchial sys-
tem of the old world is largely based on legend and super-
stition, and that a belief in the supernatural, therefore, is
to be expected in such personages as the anointed of the
Lord, who are firmly convinced that there is a considerable
amount of the supernatural in their authority and in the
origin of their power.

Another manner in which Emperor William displays his
superstition, is his absolute refusal to permit any steps to
be taken to clear up the mystery which has existed
throughout this entire century in connection with the
hunting chateau of Griinewald, which, like the great palace
at Berlin, is popularly believed to be haunted. Indeed, it
is regarded with considerable misgiving by the peasantry
of the surrounding district. It is an old castle, built
almost two centuries ago, by the father of the first
King of Prussia, and has been the scene of several
tragedies.

The one which is supposed to have led to the haunting
of the palace is the murder by one of the princes of the
house of Hohenzollern, in a fit of passion, of a Prussian
nobleman who was his guest at the time. The prince is
reported to have run the nobleman through the back withn in their midst, vanish with the light of the breaking
